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Security and the Media
Discussion Part 1
There are many criminology theoretical perspectives highlighted in chapter 5. One type of cybercrime that have been discussed in class is hacking. Hacking is mostly done by computer programmers who have excellent computer knowledge and understanding. Hackers access computers without the permission of their owners and mess with a particular software program or language (Holt et al., 2015). Hackers may have different reasons for hacking and such operations differ in sectors such as security, medical and the economic. Hacking has proved to be problematic and puts the security of different systems at stake, poses a challenge of concern to personal and organisational data loss and manipulation and as such, this challenge require critical scrutiny in order to  bring it to an end.
One criminology theoretical perspective is the bureaucracy model. It explains crime as an organized activity with a strict hierarchy as well as clear division of tasks. According to Holt et al., (2015), hacking as a cybercrime can be attributed to follow the aforementioned perspective. This is because hacking involves specific activities that are plotted and performed by hackers through various techniques. Hacking and the bureaucracy model theological perspective are related because they are governed by ‘godfathers’ who are hackers usually in charge in the control of specialized divisions (De Borchgrave et al., 2015).
I believe that cybercrime researchers can learn more from interviewing law enforcement personnel or offenders. From the general perspective, interviewing is a core way of sourcing information but calls for the reliance of reliable and valid sources. The process of interviewing can be very vital especially when one wants to know more details regarding a specific crime. In this case, cybercrime researchers can know about ways or strategies that offenders use to con or bribe online users by simply engaging them. One aspect of the assigned reading that has been covered this far in the semester is the issue of securing machines and devices with passwords and antivirus (Holt, 2016).There have been many cases that are propelled by the issue of new innovations hence allowing hackers to bribe online users. Therefore, it is important for machines to be integrated with passwords that will make it hard for hackers to guess them.
Upon reflecting on chapter 6, I believe that the United States judicial system will adopt an image classification scale based upon the COPINE scale anytime because of the increase of cases regarding child abuse. Children can be well protected via the introduction of many programmes officiated by this scale with an aim to reduce violation cases. Moreover, erotic review websites should not be permitted in the United States as a way of maintaining good moral behaviours (Holt et al., 2016). Erotic websites may affect the society negatively hence affecting the entire behaviour of the viewers. Lastly, they facilitate illegal activities since they may involve the violation of copyrights in the process of production (De Borchgrave et al., 2015). One aspect that I found to be of interest is connected to the  strategies that have been put in place to avoid cybercrimes such as notifying online users on the need to be cautious when dealing with clients.
Critical Question; what is the government of the United States doing to reduce cybercrimes and have the adopted means proved to be effective?
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Discussion Part 2
I believe that the media has a significant role in terrorism. This means that there is a symbiotic relationship that exists between the media and terrorism. Without the media, terrorism activities can’t be facilitated since communication is vital for both tactical and strategic purposes. Communication is appropriately conceptualised as each and every aspect of spreading information (White, 2014). In this case, information is aimed at broadening the senses of thoughts, ideas, actions and emotions thus making the public prepared. In addition, terrorist activities that are propelled by the mass media are aimed at sending messages to a wide range of an audience such as organizations, the government, special groups as well as sympathisers. For that reason, mass media is a critical tool that is used by terrorists to notify the audience before they undertake an activity.
In addition, the media acts as a platform for the facilitation of terrorist movements in order to broadcast as well as amplifying their messages to international audiences. Failure to use the media to facilitate terrorism activities means that movements would not reach beyond its very immediate location. Through the media, terrorists are able to plan attacks as they select specific targets, locations and timing for their attacks regardless of the place of attacks. For example, attacks to the World Trade Centre in New York and the Pentagon in Washington, DC were facilitated via the use of media (White, 2014). For that reason, the media and terrorism are closely related since it enables terrorists attain their strategic goals.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I believe that media bias is based on perceived perceptions for news anchors and producers within the scope of mass media (Nacos, 2016). This might be based on the selection of stories and events that are reported and also ways in which they are covered. The degree and also the direction of media bias is widely varied and disputed in various countries. This is because the freedom that journalists and media personalities have varies in different countries. According to Campbell et al. (2018), some countries grant their media personalities a lot of freedom while others don’t recognise their roles. Media bias may lead to controversial discussions in topics like politics, religion, gender, sexuality and race among others. Therefore, it is essential that media personalities remain cautious of what they publish in journals and also via reporting. The reported information should be geared towards promoting the society as well as notifying the public of important issues that affect them. I believe that the government of a given nation may be fundamental towards reducing cases that are attributed to media bias.
Again, there is media bias in the portrayal of terrorism and Homeland Security in the media. This is because terrorists’ activities are reported in the media with a lot of bias. It is a fact that these activities deserve to be discouraged through any means possible since they lead to destruction of property and loss of lives among others (Doyle, 2018). However, the media tend to be bias when they are reporting some of these cases to the public. Media anchors may fabricate the number of casualties, the injured or tend to blame certain organization or person in regards to the attack. The motive of this may be to show weaknesses or even blame the specific organ of security in regards to the attack. Moreover, the position of Homeland Security in the media upon protecting terrorism is characterized by media bias. The media may tend to blame the department of Homeland Security hence portraying it as a failure and with inabilities to protect the public. This may not be the case since some attacks are organized by greedy officials or cartels in the justice system. 
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